
Braille-Untangling the Dots  
For Persons Providing Instruction to Braille Students 

October 18-19, 2007 
At MSDB campus 
 Great Falls, MT 

MSDB has on-campus, double occupancy, overnight accommodations. These 
accommodations are provided at no-cost on a first come, first served basis. Continental 

breakfast and lunch will be provided to all participants on each day of training. 
Participants will be responsible for all other travel and per diem. 

 
Schedule and Description of Events:    Locations: 
 
Thursday, October 18, 2007 
8:30 – 9:00 Registration       IMC/Bitterroot  
 
9:00-10:15 General Session & Welcome    IMC/Bitterroot 
This will be an informative session where we will present an overview of the recent 
adoption of NEW RULE 1: Assignment of Persons Providing Instruction to Braille 
Students in the State of Montana.   This will include the Montana School for the Deaf and 
the Blind’s role in providing direction and support of this new rule to those who will be 
required to meet the braille certification requirements. 
 
10:30 – 11:45 
Strand 1:  General Braille Considerations    Aspen Hall VI 2 
Children need many concepts to be able to comprehend both reading instruction and what 
they read.  These concepts include: body awareness, environmental awareness, awareness 
of object characteristics, time awareness, spatial awareness, actions, quantity, symbol 
awareness, emotional and social awareness, and reasoning.   Many strategies and 
examples of how to teach these concepts will be shared in this presentation.  A make it 
and take it tactual and/or Braille book will be constructed. 
Strand 2:  Technology for advanced Braille users’  Aspen Hall VI 1 
Technology is an essential tool for literacy for students who are blind or visually 
impaired.  In today’s society our students must be computer literate; students who are 
blind or visually impaired must also be technologically literate.  Participants will be 
introduced to braille notetakers, computers with braille-translation software and braille 
printers, refreshable braille displays, speech synthesizers and scanners.   
 
11:45 – 1:00 Working Lunch This luncheon will provide an opportunity for the 
networking of professional educators to share ideas and experiences in the instruction of 
the Braille student.   



 
1:00 – 2:15 
Strand 1:  Creating Efficient Braille readers   Aspen Hall VI 2 
It is very important to promote efficient Braille reading from the start. Efficient Braille 
readers need to be taught proper finger placement and hand position. There is a 
progression of hand positions from beginner to advanced readers. These hand positions 
and movements will be demonstrated as well as teaching techniques for the promotion of 
good Braille reading.  It is important to develop meaningful language when referring to 
the DOT’s during instruction. Rational and teaching suggestions will be discussed. 
Strand 2: Technology for advanced Braille users’  Aspen Hall VI 1 
Continuation of exploring various braille notetakers. 
 
2:30 – 3:45 
Strand 1: Creating Efficient Braille readers continued  Aspen Hall VI 2 
During part two, participants will create materials for use with beginning Braille students 
or students who need to improve their Braille reading techniques. This section will be 
interactive allowing the participants to practice teaching techniques and strategies. 
Strand 2: Technology for advanced Braille users’  Aspen Hall VI 1 
Exploration of screen reading software and pieces of low tech and high tech devices for 
making tactile graphics.  Devices explored will be the Tactile Tablet, Piaf paper, Quick 
Draw paper, Mount Batten and the slate and stylus. 
 
Friday, October 19, 2007  
 
9:00-10:15 General Session/Certification opportunities  IMC/Bitterroot 
In this session we will review the specifics of various braille study courses available, and 
the testing requirements for braille certification in Montana. Copies of study materials 
will be available for you to review along with instructions for getting started.  We will 
also provide structured team building activities and networking opportunities to help 
develop professional relationships with others in Montana who are meeting certification 
requirements. 
 
10:30 – 11:45 
Strand 1: Braille in Life      Aspen Hall VI 2 
Various Braille codes will be explored. (Music, computer, grade 3 braille and the basics 
of the Nemeth Code).  Nemeth Code is the math language which needs to be taught as 
early as possible as a student learns Braille.  Functional uses for Braille at home and 
school will be demonstrated. Braille labeling, Braille clocks, making shopping lists, etc. 
will be some of the topics discussed. 
Strand 2:  Braille Production     Aspen Hall VI 1 
Scanning software and translation software will be explored. 
 
11:45 – 1:00 Working Lunch Networking opportunities continued. 



 
1:00 – 2:15 
Strand 1: Promoting efficiency in Braille Writing   Aspen Hall VI 2 
The best tool for teaching the concept of writing is the Perkins brailler.  A child has 
immediate access to what he has written without having to remove the paper or turn it 
over as one does when writing with a slate and stylus.  Proper care and use of the Perkins 
Braille writer will be practiced.  Slate and Stylus:  The mechanics of the slate and stylus 
will be presented along with some ideas for incorporating it into an already packed 
curriculum.  Importance and applications of the Slate and Stylus in daily situations will 
be discussed.  The Mount Batten will also be demonstrated. 
Strand 2: Braille Production      Aspen Hall VI 1 
Scanning software and translation software continued. 
 
2:30 – 3:15 
Strand 1: Promoting efficiency in Braille reading & Writing Aspen Hall VI 2 
A great deal of creativity and lots of cool stuff can be used to make graphic 
representations (pictures, maps, etc.) available to students who are blind and low vision. 
It is important to develop skills needed to interpret such tactile representations as they 
appear in text books and standardized and criterion referenced tests. Both standardized 
tactile representation techniques and quick solutions for daily use will be discussed.  
Exposure to student devices will be demonstrated.  Participants will have the opportunity 
to create tactile illustrations and a list of resources and guidelines will be provided. 
Strand 2: Braille Production      Aspen Hall VI 1 
Scanning software and translation software continued. 
 
3:15 – 3:45 General Session/Closing    IMC/Bitterroot 
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